Press Release…Press Release… Press Release…Press Release…

StarMight Foundation, Inc.  67 Spruce Pond Drive,  Strafford, NH 03884   603-664-9983 starmightfoundation@hotmail.com  
keeping “tru” to their mission, & just in time for the holiday season,  NH & MA Youth Singers RELEASE third album called “tru  holidays” and offer  holiday gift giving ideas that make a difference  to children in hospital wards!

18-year-old Strafford, NH Resident Laura Corlin, and the vocal cast of The Difference Music Makes are proud to announce the much-anticipated release of volume III in "The Difference Music Makes Album Series."  This compilation CD, named “Tru Holidays” is a collection of traditional favorites, some performed in exciting and new non-traditional ways.  These music CDs, now three in the entire series, make wonderful holiday gifts! All three will make great stocking stuffers and will appeal to listeners of all ages. There is a music CD in this series for everyone!  Every time someone purchases a Difference Music Makes product, a child in a hospital will receive a gift from the Difference Music Makes program. And that is a gift that will keep on giving, all year long.  Go to the StarMight Foundation web site at www.starmightfoundation.org and learn about more great gift giving ideas, including the “You’re A Star” program that also bring gifts to a child in a hospital ward!
To purchase your own “Difference Music Makes” music CD, go to our web site at  www.starmightfoundation.org,  Or mail your check or money order of $10 for each Volume I – Tru Colors, $10 for each Volume II, $15 for each Volume III - Tru Holidays CD or $30 for the complete set of all 3 CDs in the series, plus $2.50 for shipping and handling to: The StarMight Foundation, 67 Spruce Pond Drive, Strafford, NH 03884.  For more information or if you would like to arrange an interview, please contact Laura, Pat or Meagan Corlin at the StarMight office at 603-664-9983 or e-mail at starmightfoundation@hotmail.com
In keeping with their “Tru Mission” to bring music to young hospital patients fighting life-threatening diseases, on January 10th, 2006, the cast of The Difference Music Makes will present a live holiday performance at The Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital at the Maine Medical Center in Portland, Maine. Young hospital patients will receive musical gift bags with music CDs, personal CD players and a variety of small gifts.  This performance will be dedicated to the memory of Alex Sasseville. Alex was a patient at the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital before losing his battle with cancer, at the all too young age of thirteen.  Alex’s brother Jake Sasseville has founded the Xander Foundation hoping to honor Alex’s memory by providing support for children with cancer.  Past performances for the cast of The Difference Music Makes have included the Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth/Hitchcock in NH, The San Diego Children’s Hospital in CA and The St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in TN.   

Founded in 2002 by, then 15 year old, New Hampshire resident, Laura Corlin, "The Difference Music Makes Series" is a 501c-3 non-profit community service project created primarily to provide young hospital patients with the gift of music during treatment for cancer and other life-threatening diseases.  To date, over $30,000 in music CDs, CD players and financial contributions for medical research, and live performances have been delivered to children’s hospital facilities coast to coast in the United States and overseas in Dublin, Ireland.  With every printing of 1,000 music CDs, 500 copies are donated to children in hospital wards.   Volume I, named "The Difference Music Makes," is a solo album of favorite children’s songs, recorded and independently produced by Laura Corlin. Volumes II and III are compilation albums performed by a cast of 15 extremely gifted recording artists, ages 10 through 21. All independently produced by Ms. Corlin, the cost of manufacturing the CDs has been self-funded by the young artists themselves, sales of their music CDs, and through fund raising efforts supported by the general public and sponsor contributions from area businesses!    

Supported by The StarMight Foundation, the project goals include:

1. Provide young patients with music and its “healing benefits,” during treatment periods and long hospital stays and personal CD players for them to listen to the music on. 

2. Provide mentor and education programming that offer youth volunteer service opportunities, leadership experiences and action planning programs that youth can use to bring this service program into their communities and hospital wards. 

3. Raise funds for the research of life-threatening pediatric diseases through sales of the Music CD Children’s Series called "The Difference Music Makes."
4. Provide a vehicle for professional musicians and storytellers to join in the sharing of their art with children receiving hospital treatments.
Photographs and interviews available upon request. Please contact the StarMight office at 603-664-9983 or e-mail at starmightfoundation@hotmail.com.         

 Meet the Cast Members of The Difference Music Makes Children’s Hospital Benefit Program

Nick Allen – Vol II & III

is thrilled to be apart of yet another wonderful album in the Difference Music Makes Series.  Currently, he is a senior at St. Thomas Aquinas High School.  He has performed with several singing groups in the area, and has recently joined a professional choral group in Boston, MA, called the Boston Secession.

Valerie Amaral – Vol II

of Acushnet, MA, is a 20-year-old student at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, where she is pursuing a double major in English and Political Science.  Employed as a vocal teacher at the Burt Wood School of Performing Arts in Middleboro, MA, Valerie is a versatile performer with training in voice, theater, and dance. She placed 1st runner-up to Miss Massachusetts 2005.

Camden Brown – Vol II & III


is a 16-year-old honor student at Oyster River High School, where he is a member of the Jazz Chorus, the Buddies Program, & the PIT (Coffee House Club).  Cam was also selected to perform in the NH All State Honors Jazz Chorus later this year.  He is an active performer in seacoast theatres, winning the "Best Actor in a Musical" Spotlight Award in 2005.

Chris Chagnon – Vol III
is currently a junior at Coe-Brown Academy.  He is very excited to be involved in the StarMight Foundation.  Chris participates in almost everything that is thrown at him, including his first appearance on stage as Marius in the production of "Les Miserables, School Edition".  He has also been chosen to be a part of the ACDA Honors Choir in New York City this coming February.
Laura Corlin – Vol I, II & III
of Strafford, NH, is an 18-year-old freshman at The University of the Arts in downtown Philadelphia where she is currently majoring in vocal performance. She has been volunteering with her family since the age of six and is the founder of "The Difference Music Makes". At school she is a member of many performing groups including, chamber singers, choir, and heritage big band. This Christmas Laura will be performing with the Peter Nero and the Philadelphia POPS in a holiday extravaganza at the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts in Philadelphia, PA.
Meagan Corlin – Vol II

of Strafford NH, is a 21 year old senior at the University of Rhode Island, majoring in Psychology with a minor in leadership studies.  She is currently on National Student Exchange at the University of Hawai’i at Manoa working with Dr. Louis Herman, a dolphin intelligence expert. Meagan is the founder of the StarMight Foundation, a New Hampshire non-profit organization empowering youth to volunteer.

Kaleigh Cronin – Vol II & III
of Manchester NH is a 16 year old junior at Central HS where she ranks 1st in her class of 600. She is a former 2 yr cast member of the PBS TV show, ZOOM, has played many leading roles in professional theater productions, and has sung at numerous charity, political and sporting events from Fenway Park to the White House.   She volunteers for many wonderful causes that benefit children and feels honored to be part of this wonderful project. 
Alison Cusano – Vol II & III
is a freshman at The Hartt School/University of Hartford where she is majoring in Musical Theatre. She has been delighting audiences for years with her powerful voice and is pleased to contribute to another outstanding Starmight project.

Julie Dubela – Vol II & III

is 14 years old and lives in Stratham, NH.  She is currently a freshman at Exeter high School.   Julie has a long performance history in film, TV, theatre, pageants and modeling.  Julie has always enjoyed being a part of the Starmight Foundation's many service work projects and hopes to continue working with them for many years to come.  

Hannah Forsley – Vol II & III

of Hampton, NH, is an 11-year-old sixth grader at Hampton Academy.  Hannah has been performing at many local theaters for the last six years.  She also has been involved in many wonderful community service projects through the Starmight Foundation.  Hannah really enjoys being part of the foundation, and hopes to continue with it for many more years to come.
Matthew Gagnon – Vol II

is 21 years old, living in the Los Angeles, CA area.  As a Coe-Brown Academy and UNH National Anthem Singer, Matthew received many awards including Outstanding Vocal Achievement to placing among the top 3 highest scoring NH Jazz Tenors. While studying Vocal Performance at Berklee College of Music in Boston, Matthew decided to pursue his musical and performance aspirations in Los Angeles with a current focus is on original material and the modeling industry, as well.

Lindsey Graham – Vol II
of Sandown, NH, is an 18-year-old student at St.John’s University and is grateful to be involved in such a great foundation.  She is the reigning “Miss Bedford” and holds other various titles, such as “Best Actress in a Musical” by Spotlight Awards, “2004 Miss NH Nat’l Teenager” and “2004 Gospel Female Vocalist of the Year” by North America Country Music Association International. 

Maegan Sherblom – Vol II & III
16 of Palm Coast Florida is a Home School Honor Student.  Maegan has been involved in Community Service

since the age of 6.  She is accomplished in theatre, pageants, Modeling, dance and Talent Competitions, Harvesters for the Hearing 

Impaired and blessed as a member of  Tru Colors and the Starmight Foundation. 

Courtney Smith – Vol III

is 18 years old and lives in Durham, NH.  She is currently a freshman at Plymouth State University where she hopes to declare a major in English, with a minor in Musical Theater. Courtney was thrilled to get the opportunity to be a part of Starmight Foundation's service work projects, and hopes she can be a part of their future works. 

Scott Sutherland
- Vol III
20-year-old Scott Sutherland of Concord, NH is a student and Resident Assistant at the University of New Hampshire. He is currently pursuing a double major in History and International Affairs with a minor in Italian. Scott has been electric acoustic guitar for seven years. 
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